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Thank you, Madam Chair, for this opportunity to present a statement in relation to natural resource extraction and its impacts on indigenous peoples in the Asia region. 

The intensified large-scale development and resource extraction by states and private business interests in indigenous territories in Asia is a continuing urgent concern among indigenous peoples in the region. With Asia becoming the new economic hub, especially through the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Investment Plan and Economic Integration, we have witnessed the massive exploitation of our lands and resources in the name of development. Mining, hydropower dams, large scale plantations, oil exploration, geothermal projects, economic land concessions, special economic zones and economic transformation programs, imposition of commercial agriculture dependent on agrochemicals, security zones and national parks and other conservation projects are among the many projects being imposed in our territories without our Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) and without recognition of our right to self determination.

A major source of destruction of indigenous lands and resources is large-scale mining operations, with mining being one of the region’s growing economic sectors. Of the more than a hundred corporate mines currently operating in indigenous territories in Asia, not a single company has undertaken a credible process of obtaining the FPIC of affected indigenous communities. 

In Odisha, India, where the Dongria people had for years opposed a planned mine by Vedanta company, only 12 of 100 affected villages were consulted by local authorities despite a landmark Supreme Court ruling in April 2013 ordering community consultation before the mine project could proceed. A 2011 International Labour Organisation report on India’s indigenous population claimed that more than half of the country’s mineral wealth was obtained by violating the rights of tribals.
In Bangladesh, the Phulbari Coal Project will affect around 50,000 indigenous peoples and will also result in massive eviction of residential houses, educational schools, and religious establishments. Unplanned coal extraction in Meghalaya bordering to Bangladesh leads to huge soil erosion that affects land of indigenous peoples at Sunamganj district in Bangladesh. Huge land belonging indigenous peoples and mainstream population abandoned their land from cultivation. It should be settled between the government of Bangladesh and India as trans-boundary issue.
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Apart from mining, there is an increasing number of corporate energy projects including mega dams which governments and corporations falsely represent as clean and green energy, when in reality they destroy the environment. More importantly, these projects threaten the lives, culture and identity of indigenous peoples. Energy projects also result in massive land dispossession and loss of livelihood as in the case of the Son La hydropower plant which displaced 90,000 people, mostly ethnic Thai, in Vietnam. 
Indigenous communities are currently protesting various energy projects that are supported by international financial institutions including the World Bank (WB), Asian Development Bank (ADB) and import-export banks, such as the construction of transmission lines in Northeast India and Nepal; and dams in Manipur. Safeguards policies on indigenous peoples of the said international financial institutions are not sufficient to guarantee the non-violation of indigenous peoples’ rights to Free Prior and Informed Consent, to land, territories and resources, human rights and self determination. In Central Nepal, communities affected by the Khimti-Dhalkebar Electricity Transmission Line Project under the World Bank-funded Nepal Power Development Project which affects more than 114,000 people, many of whom are indigenous peoples, were not consulted on the project, and have not been resettled.

In light of the ASEAN Investment Plan and Economic Integration, inter-country energy grids and pipelines to feed the energy needs of Trans-National and Multi-National Companies investments are being constructed in the region, such as the Melaka-Pekan Baru and the West Kalimantan-Sarawak Interconnections. The ASEAN interstate Highway Network and Singapore Kumming Rail Link are being completed for faster movement of goods; and telecommunication networks are being developed for faster trading.

In Malaysia, the government through its Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy (SCORE) is aggressively marketing for energy intensive industries in the region, including the construction of 10-12 hydroelectric dams which will flood rainforests and displace indigenous communities.  The state government of Sabah through its development body, The Sabah Foundation and Sunlight Sdn Bhd, is displacing indigenous peoples from 3 villages in a mega-aquaculture project. A 4000-acre prawn farming project has operated without an Environmental Impact Assessment and FPIC in the ancestral territory of the Sungai Tambanuo peoples. In Kachin State, Myanmar, important historical and cultural sites and one of the world’s biodiversity hotspot are threatened by the Myit Sone Dam.

Fast emerging as another issue of land grabs and resource extraction are economic land concessions (ELC) to agro-industrial businesses. In Cambodia, the government’s freewheeling issuance of land concessions has denuded large swaths of forests, robbed rural communities of their livelihoods and vitality, and could undercut the country’s fragile development. A similar situation is seen in other countries in IndoChina as government appropriate lands including agricultural lands to local big businesses and foreign investors for commercial purposes.

Extractive industries and energy projects result in violations of the collective rights of indigenous peoples and human rights. As indigenous peoples defend their lands and territories, and assert their right to self-determination, their actions are met with State repression. In fact, some governments have even provided security services to their companies in the face of growing resistance of indigenous peoples and other affected communities as in the case of Indonesia and the Philippines. The use of military and paramilitary forces to protect mining operations has resulted in massive human rights violations such as extrajudicial killings, torture, arbitrary arrests and detention of indigenous peoples, as well as sexual violence and abuse of indigenous women.

In the Philippines, said to host one of the world’s biggest deposits of undiscovered minerals especially of gold and copper, communities who have resisted mining were met with repression and militarization of the region. Most of the killings of indigenous leaders and members of peoples organizations, number 44 in the 45 months of the current administration, were in response to mining resistance.

Extractive industries and energy projects have caused food insecurity, loss of livelihood, health hazards, displacement from our ancestral lands and territories, destruction and pollution of our ancestral lands and territories including sacred sites, militarization, health hazards, trafficking of and violence against indigenous women and girls as well as violations to our civil and political rights. 
The exploitative vision of development for States and corporations at the expense of indigenous peoples is in direct contrast to the growing initiatives of indigenous communities to develop self-determined, more sustainable, equitable and peaceful forms of development. 
We put forward the following recommendations to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, States and International Financial Institutions for immediate action:
1. Stop destructive extractive industries, energy projects, economic land concessions, mono-crop plantations and other intrusions into our ancestral territories. Review and revoke licenses, permits, concessions and other agreements issued for projects that have been found to be detrimental to the interests of indigenous peoples.
2. Stop oil exploration in Asia region, such as oil exploration move by Jubilant Energy in Manipur.
2. Ensure our constitutional recognition as indigenous peoples and our inherent rights as affirmed by the UNDRIP. Review national legal frameworks, and enact legislations and formulate policies consistent with the UNDRIP, and ensure their proper implementation. Repeal/amend legislations violating indigenous peoples’ rights. 

3. Recognize and respect our right to self-determination and free prior informed consent (FPIC), in accordance with indigenous political structures and customary systems of governance and other forms of collective decision making, including the decision to say no to development projects and policies that   violate our rights.

4. Stop militarization of indigenous communities, human rights violations, killings of indigenous peoples and advocates and criminalization of peoples’ legitimate resistance in the assertion of our collective rights. Give justice and hold perpetrators accountable of past violations.
5. Establish appropriate consultation and grievance mechanisms with indigenous people and other development actors at different levels. 

6. Establish documentation, monitoring and information mechanisms on the development projects implemented in indigenous territories to ensure transparency.

7. Establish a corporate accountability framework for public and private corporations.
8. Stop funding extractive industries, energy projects, plantations and other projects that destroy indigenous peoples’ land, resources and cultural identity, and where military and paramilitary forces are being used as security forces. Ensure that companies have obtained the FPIC of indigenous communities as a prerequisite before extending any financing for projects in indigenous peoples’ territories. 
9. IFI funding for projects where military and paramilitary forces are being used as security forces resulting to human rights violations should be stopped immediately and no further support should be extended.

10. Ensure transparency and full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the review process of the safeguard policies of IFIs. Ensure the alignment of these safeguard policies with international human rights instruments including the UNDRIP. 
11. Appropriate enforcement mechanisms and sanctions should be strictly enforced and properly monitored to strengthen the implementation of the safeguards.

Thank you.
